3.11 - Printer Types


    *** Thermal (Heat) ***


- Commonly used for PoS (Point-of-Sale); used for receipts

- NO INK; instead, a SPECIAL type of paper that leaves marks when heated

- The SPECIAL paper is very sensitive to LIGHT and clear tape; fades over time

- QUIET

- Uses a "Feed Assembly"




    *** Impact (Dot-Matric) ***


- PINS on the "Print Head"; presses against a RIBBON to make a mark

- Good for MULTIPLE copies in a single pass

- NOISY

- POOR GRAPHICS; used for Number, Letters, 

- Uses a "Tractor Feed"; each page is connected to each other (w/holes on the sides that you can pull off) [i.e Green Bar Paper]




    *** Inkjet ***


- Cheaper than LaserJet

- QUIET

- EXPENSIVE ink; fades over time

- Clogs easily; 

- ON SOME: The "Print Head" and ink cartridge are integrated; change 1 and you change the other

- Uses "Feed Rollers"; picks up and feeds paper through printer

- SOME can perform "Duplexing"

- The "Carriage" (area for the ink cartridges) and the "Belt", which pulls the "Carriage" are parts that need replacing/troubleshooting

- Misalignments of colors would require a "Calibration"; prints Test Images; 




    *** Virtual and 3D ***


- DIGITAL documents ONLY

1. Print to File

- When you're at home and need to print to a printer at WORK

- In the Print Settings, select "Print to File"

- This saves a file that can only be seen/used by the SPECIFIED printer

- Must use the Command Line to COPY the file to the printer

[Example: copy FILENAME PRINTER]

[Example: copy test-print LPT1:]


2. Print to PDF (Proprietary)

- Shows up as a SEPRATE PRINTER in the "Devices and Printers" section; (i.e Adobe PDF)

- 1-way path from app to PDF


3. XPS (XML Paper Specification) [Microsoft Proprietary]

- Similar to "Print to PDF"

- Requires software to create and view the PDF; most common browsers have this


4. Print to Image

- The output is a picture; for later editing/sharing


5. 3D Printing

- 
